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Washington. D.C. 20505 


llonorable Birch Bayh, Chairman 
Wonorable Barry Goldwater, Vice Chairman 
Select Committee on Intelligence 

United States Senate 

Washington, D.C. 20510 


Dear Wir. Chairmen; 


Thank you for your letter of 19 October requesting that the Agency 
not disclose publicly any information and documents exchanged by the 
Agency with your Committee and with its predecessor, the Select 
Committee to Study Governmental Operations with Respect to Intelli~ 
gence Activities, unless your Committee first reviews the material 
and votes for its release. 


The possession of such materials in our files presents a serious 
problem to CIA and undoubtedly to other intelligence agencies in 
responding to requests under the Freedom of Information and Privacy 
Acts. Regardless of the fact that the Legislative Branch is not subject 
to provisions of these Acts, Congressional documents and Congressional 
information reposing in Agency files become subject to determinations 
as to releasability. We have recognized your concerns to maintain 
confidentiality and have invoked your interests whenever*Congressional 
documents or Congressional information become subject to release. for 
example, your_recent letter of 2] September to the Agency concerning 
the PCIA case requesting nondisclosure of 
certain materials oT Committee interest has been presented to the court. 
The matter is still in litigation and we are hopeful that we will prevail. 


You may be assured that.all information or documents, or any 
portions thereof, exchanged in confidence between CIA and your . 
Committee, and its predecessor, which are the subject of any outside 
requesi for public release, will continue to be submitted to the Committee 
for prior approval, ° _ 


Our acceptance of your right to require prior approval is based on 
our assumption that the Comittee will not disclose any documents or 
information exchanged in confidence between the Committee and CIA without 
prior Agency approval. ‘To date, the Committee has followed this policy 
and I would expect that it will be continucd in the future. Neither of our 


‘jnterests will be protected unless we both ayree to recognize each other's 


requirercents for confidentiality. If there is disagreement, I am confident 
that ina spirit of cooperation we can resolve our differences. 
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This exchange of letters will serve as mutual understanding and 
assurance that all matters discussed in confidence between us will not 
be disclosed until both of our interests are given due consideration. 


Yours sincerely, 


Jey 


STANSFIELD TURNER 


Yh 


Dist.: Orig-Addressees . 


1-DCI. 1-DDA 

1-DDCI _  1-DDO 
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1-DD/NFA 1-OGC 

1-DD/CT 1-D/PA 
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OLC:PLC: jms (14 Nov 1978) 
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Re the attached comments from oac. I1 would recommend that we 
add the following to your pink routing sheet to the Director. 


"Wwe have noted the General Counsel's comments. We 
were aware and:are confident that you also were aware 
that the disclosure laws do not provide a specific 
exemption to withhold documents of Congressional interest. 
This is a gray area which the courts will have to decide. 
The chances of prevaling in court are jndeed uncertain; 
however, the issue is vital to the Congress and we must 
respect and uphold the mutual trust that is the foundation 
of our confidential Congressional relationship. Your policy 
flies that banner and it is full speed into the legal fray." 
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Release of Documents of Congressional Interest 


O00Sr0 of request 


SUSPENSE DATE 


Attached for forwarding to the DCI for signature is a 


memorandum to all Directorates and office heads instructing 


nondisclosure of any exchanges of confidential documents 


with Congressional committees or Members without prior 


approval from the Congressional office of interest. 


This is a follow-up to the letter from Chairman Bayh 


and Vice Chairman Goldwater, SSCI. 
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SUBJECT: (Optional) 


Acting Legislative Counsel 
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TO: (Officer designation, room number, and DATE 
building) 
RECEIVED FORWARDED 
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(]) CONFIDENTIAL secret 


AND RECORD SHE 


DATE 


NOV 20 1978 


OFFICER'S 
INITIALS 


COMMENTS (Number each comment to show from whom 


to whom. Draw a line across column after each comment.) 


1. 
DDCI 
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In accordance with your 
request, attached for your 
Signature is a memorandum to 
all Directorates and office 


3. i ‘a. 
DCI antl 


heads instructing that all 
documents in Agency files 
reflecting confidential 


——_, exchanges with Congressional 
committees and Members of 
Congress will not be publicly 


es OLC(for handcarry) 


disclosed in response to any 
outside request without the 
approval of the Congressional 
office of interest. 
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